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“History is birthed out of the imagination....[It] is so powerful that it 

could set forth 400, 500 years of something wrong, which means 

that it very well could set forth 400,500 years of something right.”

- Jason Reynolds, poet 
and novelist
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Robert E. Lee Monument, Richmond | photo: Eze Amos/Getty Images
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Ada Pinkston, The Open Hand is Blessed, 2021 | © Ada Pinkston, image courtesy of Snap Inc. new monuments

LACMA × Snapchat:

Monumental Perspectives
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Emmett Till Historical Marker, Graball Landing, Tallahatchie, MS | photo: Pablo Correa  

Emmett Till Interpretive Center
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Memorials to George Floyd at George Floyd Square, Minneapolis | photo: Caroline Yang/The New York Times (L); Lorie Shaul (R)
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Duane Linklater, In Perpetuity, 2017 | photo: Steve Weinik
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Participants in a collaborative Monument Lab program | photo: Monument Lab 
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Lauren Halsey, kingdom splurge (3.7.15.15), 2015 | © Lauren Halsey, photo: Studio Museum in Harlem, New York
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Monuments-Related Grants Since 2018
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Removal of J. Marion Sims statue in Central Park | photo: Spencer Platt/Getty Images

research



US/ICOMOS Monument Removal, Relocation, and 

Re-interpretation Toolkit 

Left: NYC public hearing on monuments | photo: Caleb Caldwell/Brooklyn Paper 

Right: US/ICOMOS Webinar: Confederate Monuments: Past, Present, and Future



AIDS Quilt in 1987 | photo: Carol M. Highsmith. Courtesy of the Library of Congress

NCPC Temporary Commemoration Pilot
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President Biden with Jill Biden and Vice President Harris with Doug Emhoff at the 2021 COVID-19 Memorial | photo: Evan Vucci/AP

COVID-19 Temporary Memorial



Apollo 11 Saturn V Rocket Projected On The Washington Monument | photo: NASA on The Commons

NCPC Temporary Commemoration Pilot



Toussaint L'Ouverture AR Monument digitally placed at Columbus Circle | photo: Movers and Shakers

Kinfolk by Movers and Shakers 
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Kinfolk



Photo: Zoe Pappis

Kinfolk



Rabitah: Poets in the Park
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Tom Lee Park

Photo: Joyce Peterson new monuments
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Tom Lee Park

Photo: SCAPE



Tom Lee Park

Photo: SCAPE
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Monuments Project June 2021 Grants



North Carolina Freedom Park | photo: North Carolina Freedom Project, Perkins+Will
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North Carolina Capitol

Crews removing the North Carolina Confederate monument at the State Capitol in Raleigh, June 21, 2020 | photo: Travis Long
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North Carolina Freedom Park | photo: North Carolina Freedom Project, Perkins+Will



North Carolina Freedom Park

North Carolina Freedom Park | photo: North Carolina Freedom Project, Perkins+Will
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“The goal is a public art tribute to freedom as expressed trough the 

African American experience.  It will be a continuing reminder of 

the struggles for freedom – and how much more we need to do to 

achieve equity and justice in our society."

- John Hope Franklin on the 
North Carolina Freedom Park



Detail of Lee-Jackson Windows | photo: Washington National Cathedral

Washington National Cathedral Lee-Jackson Windows Replacement
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Responding to the Cathedral's Confederate Windows | video: Washington National Cathedral

Washington National Cathedral Lee-Jackson Windows Replacement



National Cathedral Nave | photo: Washington National Cathedral

Washington National Cathedral Lee-Jackson Windows Replacement



Kerry James Marshall

L: Untitled (Curtain Girl), 2016 | R: Untitled (Painter), 2009 | photos: © Kerry James Marshall, courtesy of the artist and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York



Public Programs | photo: Washington National Cathedral

Washington National Cathedral



Stone Tablets | photo: Washington National Cathedral

Washington National Cathedral
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“You know, they straightened out the Mississippi River in places, to 

make room for houses and livable acreage. Occasionally the river 

floods these places. ‘Floods’ is the word they use, but in fact it is not 

flooding; it is remembering. Remembering where it used to be.”

- Toni Morrison, 
"The Site of Memory"



Thank you.




